Joshua & Judges

October – December 2013 (4th Quarter) – Ross Statham

	Lesson
	Date
	Topic
	Lesson Text

	  1
	Sep 29
	Introduction to Joshua & Judges
	Lesson materials pages 2-3

	  2
	Oct 6
	Introductions to Joshua
	Dt. 7:1-10, Josh chapters 1 & 2

	
	Oct 9
	(No class—meeting in auditorium)
	

	  3
	Oct 13
	Crossing into Canaan
	Josh. 3:1 – 5:1

	  4
	Oct 16
	Preparing to Conquer
	Josh. 5:2 – 6:5

	  5
	Oct 20
	The Taking of Jericho
	Josh. 6: 6-27

	  6
	Oct 23
	The Taking of Central Canaan
	Josh. 7:1 – 8:35

	  7
	Oct 27
	The Southern Conquest
	Josh. 9:1 – 10:43

	  8
	Oct 30
	Review of the Victories
	Josh. 11:1 – 12:24

	  9
	Nov 3
	The Division of the Land
	Josh. 13:1 – 19:51

	10
	Nov 6
	The Levites’ Inheritance
	Josh. 20:1 – 24:33

	11
	Nov 10
	Little by Little
	Judges 1:1 – 2:5

	12
	Nov 13
	Introduction to Judges
	Judges 2:6 – 3:6

	13
	Nov 17
	The First Three Judges
	Judges 3:7 – 31

	14
	Nov 20
	Deborah and the Canaanites
	Judges 4:1 –5:31

	15
	Nov 24
	Gideon and the Midianites
	Judges 6:1 – 8:36

	16
	Nov 27
	Abimelech the Usurper
	Judges 9:1 – 57

	17
	Dec 1
	Tola, Jair, Jepthah
	Judges 10:1 – 11:28

	18
	Dec 4
	Jepthah, Ibzan, Elon, Abdon
	Judges 11:29 – 12:15

	19
	Dec 8
	Samson and the Philistines
	Judges 13:1 – 15:20

	20
	Dec 11
	Samson and Delilah
	Judges 16:1 – 31

	21
	Dec 15
	The Idolatry of Micah
	Judges 17, 18

	22
	Dec 18
	Post-Joshua Israel
	Judges 19-21

	23
	Dec 22
	Eli and Samuel
	I Samuel 1-3

	24
	Dec 25
	The Ark Captured and Returned
	I Samuel 4:1-7:1

	25
	Dec 29
	Philistines Subdued; Israel Demands a King
	I Samuel 7:2-8:22

	26
	Jan 1
	Review
	


This quarter we will be covering the period of Joshua and Judges.  During the exodus from Egypt, Israel becomes a country; in this period, Israel enters Canaan, conquers the land—and then experiences periods of faithful service and new generations that “knew not God.”

This is more than a history class—it’s a study of those who served God well, and a study of those who did not.  It’s a study of early Israel, and the problems that they faced due to their disobedience—or only partial obedience—to all of God’s commands.  It’s a study of leadership and of those who would make some difficult spiritual choices in order to please God.  And it’s a study in human nature from a spiritual perspective.

Here are our class goals:

· To better understand historically what occurred during the periods of Joshua and Judges so that we better understand God’s overall plan for the eventual establishment of the kingdom of God.

· To learn the Bible characters that lived and ruled during this period, so that we have the examples of their lives, their good and bad choices and the times that they lived in, in order to better understand the generations that would arise after them.

· To learn God’s true nature—His desire that men and women love Him with all of their heart, soul, strength and mind, and that they serve Him fully.

· To see how that for thousands of years there have been generations that have served God with all of their heart and strength--- often times followed by children that did not even know God.  Why?
Lesson 1:  An introduction to Joshua and Judges

Please read this and be prepared to discuss in class.

According to 1 Kings 6:1, 480 years lapse between the beginning of the Exodus and the fourth year of Solomon’s reign (the year in which he began to build the temple). We can date Solomon’s reign with reasonable confidence at 971-931 B.C., which places his fourth year at 967 B.C. These figures, therefore, suggest that the Exodus occurred about 1447 B.C. Allowing for the 40-year wandering prior to the Israelites’ invasion of Canaan, the initial stages of the conquest occurred around 1407 B.C. 

Judges 11:26 provides another chronological marker. This text indicates that the Israelites had occupied Canaan for 300 years before the time of Jephthah, who is commonly dated at 1100 B.C. Once again, using these figures, the conquest would have occurred around 1400 B.C.

The book of Judges offers up several clues as to how long and when the judges rein- somewhere between 435-450 years, depending upon how one calculates beginning dates.  The last of the judges (and the first of the major prophets) was Samuel (c931-877 BC), whose life is clearly defined in I and II Samuel, and who dies during the rein of Saul (c1070-1007 BC).

Here are the major characters we need to learn more about this quarter (most of whom are judges):

Joshua: Perhaps we may wish to consider him to be the first of the judges, although, like Moses, he generally stands alone.  Faithful in all things, he stood firm in all things.  “Choose you this day whom you will serve…. But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”  (Joshua 24:15)

Othniel:  After the death of Joshua, the Israelites once again turned to sin and fell under the subjection of Chushan-rishathaim, the king of Aram-Naharaim in Mesopotamia, because of the transgressions against God. He oppressed them for eight years; when they "cried" unto God, Othniel was raised up to be their deliverer. Othniel was the son of Kenaz and is thought to be the nephew of Caleb. He is the only Judge mentioned connected with the Tribe of Judah. Under Othniel, peace lasted for forty years.

Ehud:  After the forty years of peace under Othniel, Israel sinned and fell under the subjection of Eglon, a king of Moab who defeated Israel with help from Ammon and Amalek (Judges 3:12-13).  Ehud was sent to Eglon on the pretext of delivering the Israelites' annual tribute. He had blacksmiths make a double-edged short sword about eighteen inches long. Being left-handed, he could conceal the sword on his right thigh, where it was not expected. Once they met, Ehud told Eglon he had a secret message for him. Eglon dismissed his attendants and allowed Ehud to meet him in private. Ehud said, "I have a message from God for you", drew his sword, and stabbed the king in his abdomen, exiting, rallying Israel and defeating Moab.   After the death of Eglon there was peace in the land for 80 years.

Shamgar:  The son of Anath, he repelled Philistine incursions into Israelite regions, and slaughtered 600 of the invaders with an ox goad.  Unlike the descriptions of other Biblical Judges, the first reference to Shamgar has no introduction, conclusion, or reference to the length of reign, and the subsequent text follows on directly from the previous narrative.  Generally considered to be a “minor judge.”
Deborah:  The wife of Lapidoth and only woman judge.  After the people of Israel have been oppressed by Jabin, the king of Canaan, for twenty years, she prevailed upon Barak to face the Assyrian General Sisera, the commander of Jabin's army. This lead to the victory of an Israelite force of ten thousand over Sisera's force of nine hundred iron chariots. (Judges 4:10)  As Deborah prophesied, the Lord gave the victory to the Israelites. Sisera fled the battle site seeking refuge in the tent of a woman named Jael, who killed him in a rather gruesome manner while he slept.  After the battle, there was peace in the land for 40 years.

Barak:  the son of Abinoam from Kedesh in Naphtali, he was the commander of the army of Deborah. Barak and Deborah are credited with defeating the Canaanite armies led by Sisera.
Gideon:  On God's instruction, Gideon destroyed the town's altar to Baal and the symbol of the goddess Asherah. He went on to send out messengers to gather together men from the tribes of Asher, Zebulun, and Naphtali, as well as his own tribe Manasseh in order to meet an armed force of the people of Midian and the Amalek that had amassed in the Valley of Jezreel.  God informed Gideon that the men he had gathered were too many – and that Israel would claim the victory as their own instead of acknowledging that God had saved them.  Following a divine method to wean this number down to only 300 men, they defeated the entire force of Midian and Amalek.  There was peace in Israel for forty years during the life of Gideon, but as soon as he died, the Israelites again turned to worship the false god Baal-Berith.

Abimelech:  A son of Gideon from one of his concubines, and to make good his claim to rule over Manasseh, he resorted to force. He put to death his 70 half-brothers, aided by his mother's relatives, "on one stone" at Ophrah. Jotham, the youngest brother, escaped, however. Abimelech ruled just three years in Shechem after the death of his father (Judges 8:33-9:6).  He was an unprincipled, ambitious ruler, often engaged in war with his own subjects. When engaged in reducing the town of Thebez, which had revolted, he was struck on the head by a mill-stone, thrown by the hand of a woman from the wall above. Realizing that the wound was mortal, he ordered his armor-bearer to thrust him through with his sword, so that it might not be said he had perished by the hand of a woman.
Tola:  The son of Puah and the grandson of Dodo from the tribe of Issachar, he judged Israel for twenty-three years after Abimelech died.  He lived at Shamir in Mount Ephraim, where he was also buried.  Of all the Biblical judges, the least is written about Tola. None of his deeds are recorded.
Jair:  From Gilead (tribe of Manasseh), who judged Israel for twenty-two years, after the death of Tola. Jair was the son of Segub; the son of Hezron the Jew through the daughter of Machir (1 Chronicles 2). According to Judges 10:3-5, Jair had thirty sons, who rode thirty ass colts, and thirty 'cities' in Gilead which came to be known as Havoth-Jair.
Jephthah:  He is best known as the man who made the most foolish of vows.  Having been born illegitimately, is driven out by his half-brothers and takes up his dwelling in Tob, east of Gilead.  The elders eventually ask him to be their leader in the campaign against the Ammonites, but he holds out for a more permanent and a broader position, and they agree that, should he succeeds in defeating Ammon that he will be their permanent chieftain. Jephthah swears an oath:

  "Whatever/whoever emerges and comes out of the doors of my house to meet me, when I return in peace from the people of Ammon, shall surely be God’s, and I shall sacrifice him/her/it as a burnt offering."  

The victorious Jephthah is met on his return by his daughter, his only child. Jephthah tears his clothes and cries, "Alas, my daughter! You have brought me very low!" but is bound by his vow: "I have given my word to God, and I cannot go back on it." (Judges 11:35). 

The girl asks for two months' grace, "... that I may go down on the mountains ... and bewail my virginity". And so Jephthah "carried out his vow with her which he had vowed". The story ends by recounting how "the daughters of Israel went four days each year to lament about the daughter of Jephthah the Gileadite".

Ibzan:  Ibzan had thirty five sons, and thirty daughters, whom he sent abroad, and took in thirty daughters from abroad for his sons. And he judged Israel seven years.  He was buried at Bethlehem.
Elon:  Elon was from the Tribe of Zebulun, led Israel for ten years, and was buried in Ajalon in Zebulon.
Abdon:  Abdon was the son of Hillel, a Pirathonite (Judges 12:13-15). He was a member of the tribe of Ephraim, had forty sons and thirty grandsons. He judged Israel for eight years. He was buried on Ephraimite land, in Pirathon, in the hill-country of the Amalekites.  (On a historical note, first century Jewish historian Josephus mentions that Abdon had a peaceful reign.)
Samson:  God was punishing the Israelites by giving them "into the hand of the Philistines". The Angel of the Lord appears to Manoah, an Israelite from the tribe of Dan, in the city of Zorah, and to his wife, who had been unable to conceive.  He proclaims that the couple will soon have a son who will begin to deliver the Israelites from the Philistines.  Requirements were set up by the Angel of the Lord that Manoah's wife (as well as the child) were to abstain from all alcoholic beverages, and her promised child was not to shave or cut his hair. He was to be a "Nazirite" from birth.  Samson’s eventual undoing was his emotional attachment to Delilah, who was bribed with 1100 silver coins find the secret of Samson's strength.  His hair is cut while he sleeps, and he is blinded and imprisoned.  Later his strength returns, and while chained at a public gathering he kills many Philistines (and himself) in a rather spectacular final feat of human strength.
Eli:  The sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas behave wickedly by taking for themselves the prime cuts of meat from sacrifices, and by committing adultery with the women who served at the sanctuary entrance. Eli is aware of their behavior but he rebukes them too lightly and is unable to stop them. A curse is placed on all of Eli's male descendants forever. As a sign of the accuracy of this future, Eli is told by the man of Yahweh that his sons will die on the same day.  They do—as does Eli.

Samuel:  His mother, who is barren, prays for a child- and her prayer is granted.  Samuel is born and he is dedicated to God—and while his life isn’t perfect, he—last of the judges—lives to anoint both Saul and David as kings of Israel.  Known to Israel as a judge, a “seer”, a “man of God” and a prophet of God, Samuel’s rule was full of great historical significance.

Ruth: A Moabite woman (and widow of a Bethlehemite) who learned of the God of Israel and served Him.

Lesson 2:

Introductions to Joshua

Dt. 7:1-10, Josh chapters 1 & 2

Instructions: Read the passages listed above all the way through BEFORE answering the following questions:

1. When does the passage in Deuteronomy take place?  Why were God’s commands here so harsh?

2. What problems can you see that God avoided by commanding what He did in Deuteronomy?

3. Read Joshua 1.  Describe the territory that God said would belong to Israel.  (This is important, as many people today don’t fully understand what is taught here.)

4. Why, in your opinion, did God tell Joshua twice to be strong, and to show courage?

5. What did Joshua command the people to do?

6. Why do you think the people now answered Joshua (!!) to be strong, and to show courage?  What irony do you see in their telling him this?

7. Read Joshua 2.  Describe how the two spies came to be in Jericho, and how Rahab hid them.

8. Why did Rahab say she was hiding them, instead of turning them in to the king of Jericho?

9. Why, according to Rahab, were the people of Canaan in fear of the children of Israel?

10. How did the men escape from Jericho?  What did they give Rahab—and why?

11. What did the two spies tell Joshua on their return?

Lesson 3

Crossing the Jordan


Joshua 3:1 – 5:1

Instructions: Read the passages listed above all the way through BEFORE answering the following questions:

1. In preparation to cross into Canaan, Joshua and all of Israel camped for three days at the Acacia Grove before crossing the Jordan.   Speculate—why three days?  What do you think was being done?  What do you think was being taught?  What do you think was being discussed?

2. Why do you think the people were warned to leave 2000 cubits (3/5 of a mile!) between they and the ark?  And what did it mean in 3:5, for them to sanctify themselves?

3. God told Joshua that He would exalt Joshua, as He did Moses.  Why would this be important spiritually?  (In other words, why would Joshua’s spiritual leadership need an extra “nod” from God?)

4. Joshua said that “the living God” would drive out the Canaanites, Hittites, Hivites, Perizzites, Girashites, Amorites and the Jebusites (7 nations) from the land.  Why do you think that he named each one of these nations, rather than simply stating that God would drive out the inhabitants?

5. To confirm this, each tribe was to supply a man on the next day.  What miracle did Joshua state that the people would witness?

6. According to the scripture, the waters of the Jordan were in overflow.   Why?

7. Again, speculate—why would God send Israel into a new land during this time of year?

8. Where did the crossing occur? 

9. Let’s turn to chapter 4.  What did God tell Joshua to do with the twelve men that were previously selected—one from each tribe.  What were they to do?

10. What words did Joshua tell them to pass along to their children?

11. Where was the memorial built?  How large do you suppose this memorial was?

12. How long do you suppose that the priests stood in the middle of the Jordan while Israel crossed?

13. The men of Reuben, Gad and the men of half of Manasseh crossed over armed before all.  Why?

14. What do you suppose that 4:14 means?

15. At what point did the Jordan return it’s flow?  What date was this?

16. What’s the significance of Israel crossing “over this Jordan on dry land”?

17. According to 5:1, what was the reaction of the leaders of the people they were preparing to conquer?

Lesson 4

Preparing to Conquer


Joshua 5:2 – 6:5

Instructions: Read the passages listed above all the way through BEFORE answering the following questions, which you should answer on a separate sheet of paper.  In today’s lesson, we study the reaction of the Canaan kings, the circumcision and the instructions God gave through His army’s commander.

1. Why, in your opinion, did the Canaanite people and kings fear the Israelites so much at this point?

2. What notable miracle had taken place during the crossing, and how do you think that affected things?

3. Why did God command the men to be circumcised?

4. Why, in your opinion, did God NOT allow them to be circumcised during the 40 years of wandering?

5. How long did they stay in their camp afterwards?

6. Why did Israel name the camp “Gilgal”, which means “rolling”?

7. What was the significance of their eating produce (food) in Canaan?

8. Describe the “man” that stood opposite Joshua.

9. What question did Joshua ask?  What was his answer?

10. What was Joshua’s reaction to this news, and what did he command Joshua?

11. In chapter 6, it says that “the Lord commanded”, but yet this “man” was speaking.  What do you think this means?

12. Describe in detail what this “man” commanded Israel to do.

Lesson 5

The Taking of Jericho


Joshua chapter 6

1. Read Joshua chapter 6 in its entirety, the answer the following questions.

2. What were the precise instructions that God gave regarding the march around Jericho?  Be specific.

3. What instructions did Joshua give the priests, and what did he instruct the people?

4. What time of day did they march around Jericho the first day?

5. What time of day did they march on the seventh day?  Before the people shouted, Joshua gave commands.  List what he commanded.

6. How did the wall come to fall flat?

7. How did they then attack and take the city?

8. Who and what were killed?  Were spared?

9. What happened to Rahab and her family?  Where did she and her family end up?

10. What did they do to finish the destruction of Jericho?

11. What curse did Joshua give concerning Jericho?

12. Explain verse 27.

BONUS:  Describe the area around Jericho—it’s geography, weather, etc.

Lesson 6

The Taking of Central Canaan
Joshua 7:1 – 8:35

1. Why did the spies tell Joshua to only send two or three thousand men against the town of Ai?  Describe Israel’s defeat by the men of Ai.

2. What was Joshua’s reaction to the news?

3. Describe in detail what God commanded Joshua to do.

4. Which tribe, family, patriarch (family leader) and man were found to be at fault?

5. Describe in detail the conversation between Joshua and Achan.  

6. Thought: What do you think was going through Achan’s mind?  Why do you think he confessed so readily?

7. What did Israel do to Achan and his family?  Thought: why?

8. What plan did Joshua give Israel regarding Ai?

9. The evening before the battle, where did the group that was to ambush Ai hide?  Where did Joshua and the main body of the army camp?

10. Describe Ai’s defeat.  

11. Let’s look at Ai’s place in history.  How many died?  What did Israel do to the city?  What happened to their king?

12. What part did pride play in Ai’s final defeat?

13. What part did pride play in Israel’s first defeat at the hands of Ai?

14. Why, in your opinion, did Joshua build an altar, offer up a burnt offering and read the entire words of the law, after such a stunning victory?  There were several reasons—what reasons can you think of?

15. Can you think of any lessons we could draw about Israel’s defeat and final victory over Ai?

Lesson 7
The Southern Conquest

Joshua 9:1 – 10:43

1. Why do you suppose that the Hittites, Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites discussed joining forces and fight Israel?

2. What did the Gibeonites do instead?

3. What proofs did they bring that they were from far away?

4. What mistake did Joshua and Israel make?

5. What cities were Gibeonite cities, and what did Israel do to the cities?

6. What did the rulers of Israel decide to do with the people of Gibeon?

7. When Joshua confronted them with their deceit, what did they answer him?

8. With whom did the king of Jerusalem decide to ally himself in order to defeat Israel?

9. Whom did they attack—and why?

10. What did Joshua do to defeat them all?

11. What two miracles did God perform to assist Israel?

12. How did Joshua deal with the five kings that fled?

13. Describe the scene in Israel’s camp when Joshua executed the five kings.

14. Why do you think that Joshua said what he said?

15. What did Israel do to the cities and kings of Makkedah, Libnah, Lachish, Eglon, Hebron and Debir?  How did they do it?

16. According to the Bible, how great was the defeat of southern Canaan?

17. What does it mean that “the Lord God of Israel fought for Israel”?

Lesson 8
Review of the Victories

Joshua 11:1 – 12:24

1. Jabin, King of Hazor, brought a considerable army against Israel.  Who was in the army?

2. How big was the army?  What did God tell Joshua would happen?

3. Describe the battle and the outcome.

4. Had Jabin, King of Hazor, been in the battle?   What did Israel do to him and to Hazor?

5. What did Joshua do with the rest of their cities, the wealth of the cities and their livestock?

6. The middle of chapter 11 summarizes the battles so far.  Please re-tell this summary.

7. What cities had made peace with Israel, and what cities decided to fight?

8. How had God “hardened their hearts” in order that they fight Israel?

9. What did Joshua do to the people of Anakim?

10. According to verse 23, what promise to Moses had been fulfilled?

11. List the kings conquered by Moses and the area they ruled (12:1-6) (this will take some paper).

12. List the kings conquered by Joshua and the area they ruled (12:1-6) (this will take some paper).

Lesson 9

The Division of the Land

Joshua 13:1 – 19:51

Read all seven chapters the first evening you work on this lesson.  Then stop.

1. In 13:1-7, what did God tell Joshua? (You don’t need to list the place names.)

2. What was the inheritance given Levi?

3. What were the boundaries of Reuben?  What happened to Balaam, son of Beor?

4. What were the boundaries of Gad?

5. What were the boundaries of the half-tribe of Manasseh?

6. In chapter 14, what does it mean “the inheritance was by lot”?

7. Describe how the two tribes of Manasseh and Ephraim came into being.

8. How did Caleb come to receive his land inheritance?  How old was he?  What did he ask for?

9. In chapter 15, describe the borders of Judah.

10. Describe Caleb’s exploits as described in this chapter, and the promise he gave his daughter.

11. Who were the Jebusites, and what happened to them?

12. In chapter 16, what were the boundaries of Joseph?

13. What about the boundaries of Ephraim?  What happened with Gezer?

14. In chapter 17, describe the boundaries of the half-tribe of Manasseh.

15. What happened to the inhabitants of En Dor, Taanach and Megiddo?

16. What happened to the land of the Perizzites—Beth Shean and its towns, the Valley of Jezreel?

17. In chapter 18, how did the seven remaining tribes set their boundaries for inheritance?

18. What were the boundaries of Benjamin?

19. What other tribe did the boundaries of Simeon fall within?

20. What were the boundaries of Zebulon?

21. What were the boundaries of Issachar?

22. Of Asher?

23. Of Naphtali?

24. Of Dan?

25. What city was given Joshua, and why?
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Lesson 10
The Levites’ Inheritance

Joshua 20:1 – 24:33
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Read Joshua 20-24.  

1. The six cities of refuge were created not for murderers, but for those who might have accidentally killed someone by accident and whose family was out for revenge.  Describe what the scripture says about the process of fleeing to a refuge city, trial of the one fleeing and their return home.

2. Based on what you read here, what would happen if a murderer would flee to a city of refuge?  

3. What cities did they appoint?  Look at the map—why did they pick these cities?

4. According to 21:1-7, what families would be assigned what cities?

5. The remainder of chapter 21 describes city assignments for the Levites.  Notice how the cities are spread around all of the tribes.  Why?  And what else do you find interesting about what you learn in this chapter?

6. In chapter 22, Joshua spoke to the tribes that would be given the land to the east of the Jordan river.  What did he tell them?

7. What was the altar that was built, and what was the reaction to this by the rest of Israel?

8. Why could this have been a real problem for the new nation?

9. What explanation did they give for the building of this altar?

10. What was the reaction of Phenehas the priest and the other tribal rulers of their explanation?

11. In chapter 23, Joshua, very advanced in age, delivers a final speech to the rulers, elders and officers of all of Israel.  Describe the key points of his speech.

12. Why do you think it was important that Joshua did what he did?

13. Describe how the covenant was renewed in Joshua 24.  Why do you think they did this?

14. Describe the death and burial of Joshua, the re-burial of Joseph and the burial of Eleazar.

Lesson 11
Little by Little



Judges 1:1 – 2:5; Deut 6:10-15

1. In Judges chapter 1, we read about the failure of Judah, Benjamin, Zebulun, Asher, Naphtali and Dan to do as God commanded—to drive out and kill the people of the land.  Why, in your opinion, didn’t they do what God commanded?

2. Going back to Judah’s story (Judges 1:1-20), why did Judah go up first?  What did they do to defeat Adoni-Bezek?  How many were killed, and what did they do to Adoni-Bezek?

3. How was Jerusalem taken?  How about the southern Canaanites that lived in the mountains?  What other cities did Judah take?

4. Where did Judah fail?  Was this failure serious?

5. How did Benjamin fail?

6. Re-read Judges 1:22-36.  How did the tribe of Joseph (Ephriam and Manasseh) take Bethel?

7. List the failures of the tribe of Joseph.

8. How did Zebulun fail?

9. How did Asher fail?

10. How did Naphtali fail?

11. How did Dan fail?

12. According to Judges 2:1-5, what did God, through his messenger, say about the covenant?

13. What did the angel say to the people God would do as a result of their not driving out the inhabitants?

14. What did the people do in response to God’s words?

15. The passage in Deuteronomy was spoken by God through Moses by way of warning.  How had the prophesy and warning each come to pass?

Thought:  Israel had worked very hard to take the land and to serve the Lord.  So why had they failed?

Lesson 12
Introduction to Judges

Judges 2:6 – 3:6; Deut 6:10-15

1. We read in the Deuteronomy passage that God would give them homes, farms, even vineyards.  What had they done in return?

2. According to the Judges passage, what problems arose after the “wilderness generation” died?  

3. Do you think the new generation understood what their parents and grandparents had done by way of righteousness and sin?  Outline where they missed the boat understanding the good and bad of the previous generations.

4. The Judges passage says that Israel forsook the Lord and began serving the Baals and Ashtoreths.  What did God do to Israel in return?

5. Why did God raise up Judges?  What was Israel’s overall reaction to the Judges?

6. Describe the cycle of sin, repentance and sin outlined here.

7. According to Judges 2:20-23, God reached a decision regarding Israel.  What was God’s decision?

8. What nations were left by God?  What two reasons are given in Judges 3 for their being left?

9. Explain the depth of the problems caused by Judges 3:6.

Thought:  How can we do this today?

Lesson 13
The First Three Judges

Judges 3:7 – 31

Read Judges chapter 3 and answer the following questions.  Remember, read the entire chapter first, THEN answer the questions.

1. What groups of people did God leave in order to test the people?

2. What does it say that God meant to “test” them?

3. In 3:5-11, what sins did Israel commit that caused them to be oppressed?

4. Who oppressed them?

5. How did Othniel come into power?  How long did the land have rest?

6. In 3:12-30, Ehud saves Israel from Eglon and the Moabites.  How long did Israel serve Moab?  

7. Describe how Ehud killed Eglon.

8. How did Ehud escape?  

9. How did Ehud rally Israel and defeat Moab?

10. How long did Israel have rest?  What do you think that means?

11. In 3:31, what do we learn about Shamgar?

Lesson 14

Deborah and the Canaanites

Judges 4:1 –5:31

Read all of Judges chapters 4 & 5 in their entirety, THEN answer the following questions:

1. Who next oppressed Israel, and how long did he oppress Israel?

2. What role do you think the 900 chariots of iron played?

3. What discussion did Deborah have with Barak, and what did they decide to do?

4. Describe the battle between Israel and Canaan, and Canaan’s defeat.

5. Who was Sisera?  To whom did he run away?  How was he concealed?

6. Describe Sisera’s death.  What was the final outcome between Israel and Jabin?

7. In chapter 5, the song of Deborah and Barak describes in more detail much of what happened that day.  What was the weather like?

8. What praises did the offer up to God?

9. Describe what they said about some of the tribes, and tell me what you think each means.

10. What blessing did they give Jael, the wife of Heber?

11. What did they say about Sisera’s mother?

12. Finally, for how long did Israel receive rest?

Additional Reading regarding Deborah and Barak

Chariots of the Canaanites:

The Canaanites had long been possessed of horses and chariots when Joshua hamstrung their horses and burnt their chariots with fire at the waters of Merom (Joshua 11:6,9). 

The chariots of iron which the Canaanites could maneuver in the plains and valleys proved a formidable obstacle to the Complete conquest of the land (Judges 1:19). Jabin had 900 chariots of iron, and with them he was able to oppress the children of Israel twenty years (Judges 4:3). 

The Philistines of the low country and the maritime plain, of whom we read in Judges and Samuel, were a warlike people, were disciplined and well armed and their possession of chariots gave them a great advantage over the Israelites.  Of these chariots there have come down to us no detailed description and no representation. But we cannot be far wrong in turning to the chariot of the Hittites as a type of the Canaanite and Philistine chariot. It is not from the monuments of the Hittites themselves, however, but from the representations of the Kheta of the Egyptian monuments, that we know what their chariots were like. 

Their chariotry was their chief arm of offense. The Hittite chariot was used, too, for hunting; but a heavier car with paneled sides was employed for war. The Egyptian monuments represent three Hittites in each car, a practice which differed from that of Egypt and attracted attention. Of the three, one guided the chariot, another did the fighting with sword and lance, and the third was the shield-bearer.

Mt. Tabor and the Battle between Israel and Canaan

900 Chariots of Iron Bogged Down in the Mud!

The Biblical account explains that Barak and his men went down from Mt. Tabor into the valley, where Sisera’s army was routed by the Lord; all of the Canaanite soldiers abandoned their chariots and fled on foot. The Song of Deborah, in Judges 5, gives us a better idea of what happened:

“O Lord, when you went out from Seir, when you marched from the land of Edom, the earth shook, the heavens poured, the clouds poured down water.” (Judges 5:4)

A torrential downpour in the heat of the battle turned the Jezreel Valley into a huge mud bath.  Sisera’s fancy iron chariot fittings turned out to be useless; the soldiers found their vehicles stuck in the mud as the Israelites advanced, probably killing any soldiers that remained in the trapped chariots.  

Barak’s army chased down the Canaanite soldiers until they killed every last one.

Lesson 15
Gideon and the Midianites

Judges 6:1 – 8:36

Midianite   an Arabian tribe descended from Midian
Source:  http://www.christiananswers.net/dictionary/midianite.html
    Descendants of Abraham through his second wife Keturah, they inhabited principally the desert north of the peninsula of Arabia.  They were virtually the rulers of Arabia, being the dominant tribe. Like all Arabians, they were a nomad people, and early engaged in commercial trading. It was to one of their caravans that Joseph was sold (Gen. 37:28, 36). The next notice of them is in connection with Moses' flight from Egypt (Ex. 2:15-21). It was in Midian that Moses became the servant and afterwards the son-in-law of Reuel (or Jethro), the priest. 

    After the Exodus, the Midianites were friendly to the Israelites so long as they traversed only their outlying pasture-ground on the west of the Arabah; but when, having passed the southern end of Edom, they entered into the land of Midian proper, they joined with Balak, the king of Moab, in a conspiracy against them (Num. 22:4-7). Balaam, who had been hired to curse Israel, having failed was dismissed by the king of Moab.

    Nevertheless he still tarried among the Midianites, and induced them to enter into correspondence with the Israelites, so as to bring them into association with them in the licentious orgies connected with the worship of Baal-peor.  The Israelites took part in the heathen festival, and so brought upon themselves a curse indeed.  A plague broke out amongst them, and more than 24,000 of the people perished (Num. 25:9). 

    But God had punishment in mind for the Midianites, and His vengeance was denounced against them. A thousand warriors from each tribe, under the leadership of Phinehas, went forth against them. The Midianites were utterly routed. Their cities were consumed by fire, five of their kings were put to death, and the whole nation was destroyed (Josh. 13:21, 22). Balaam also perished by the sword, receiving the "wages of his unrighteousness" (Num. 31:8; 2 Pet. 2:15). The whole of the country on the east of Jordan, now conquered by the Israelites (see SIHON; OG), was divided between the two tribes of Reuben and Gad and the half tribe of Manasseh.

    Some two hundred and fifty years after this the Midianites had regained much of their ancient power, and in confederation with the Amalekites and the "children of the east" they made war against their old enemies the Israelites, whom for seven years they oppressed and held in subjection.  The open theft on their part was a terrible oppression.

    They were at length assailed by Gideon in that ever-memorable battle in the great plain of Esdraelon, and utterly destroyed (Judg. 6:1-ch. 7). Frequent allusions are afterwards made to this great victory (Ps. 83:10, 12; Isa. 9:4; 10:6). 

    They now wholly pass away from the page of history both sacred and profane.  God truly “utterly destroyed” them.

1. Read Judges chapters 6-8, then answer the following questions:

2. How severe was the oppression of Israel by Midian?  Give some examples.

3. What did the prophet of God tell the people?

4. What was Gideon doing when the angel appeared to him, and what did the angel say to him?

5. Summarize the conversation between the angel and Gideon.

6. What offering did Gideon offer, and what did the angel do to it?

7. What did the angel command Gideon to do, and when did he do it?

8. What did the men of the city say regarding Gideon’s actions?   What was Joash’s response, and How did come to be called Jerubbaal?

9. What logic do you see in Joash’s answer to the men of the city?

10. When the Midianites and Amalekites next gathered and encamped in the Valley of Jezreel, Gideon gathered an army.  How did he do so, and who joined him?

11. What two “tests” did Gideon give at the end of chapter 6 to insure that God was with him?

12. In Judges 7, describe exactly how God told Jerubaal (Gideon) to select 300 valiant men.  (This should not be a short answer—it’s at least 2 or 3 paragraphs.)

13. What had God done to make the Midianites uneasy?

14. What was Gideon’s battle plan to defeat Midian with his 300 men?

15. What did Gideon tell the soldiers of Ephraim to do (7:24)?

16. Read Judges 8, and describe some of the tremendous destruction wrought against the Midianites by Gideon.

17. When Israel wanted Gideon to rule over them, what was his answer?

18. How long was Israel at peace?  How many sons did Gideon have?

Lesson 16

Abimelech the Usurper

Judges 9:1 – 57

Read Judges 9 and answer the following questions.

1. What did Abimelech say and do to make himself ruler?

2. Who hid from Abimelech, and what parable did he tell them on top of Mount Gerizim?

3. What argument did he make against their killing his brothers?

4. Where did he flee?

5. How long did Abimelech reign, and how did God cause the men of Shechem to be discontent?

6. What was Abimelech’s plan to defeat Shechem?

7. What happened the first day?

8. How did Abimelech defeat them the second day?  How utter was their defeat?

9. How did Abimelech destroy the tower (a fortified citadel in the center of the city)?

10. How did he die?

11. Why was his death a fitting one?

Lesson 17
Tola, Jair, Jepthah


Judges 10:1 – 11:28

Read Judges chapters 10 & 11 and answer the following questions regarding Tola, Jair and Jephthah. 

1. What do we know about Tola?

2. What do we know about Jair?

3. When Israel forsook God, who did he hand them over to?  What did they do to Israel, and for how long?

4. What did the people cry out to God?

5. What was God’s answer?

6. Israel said something really interesting in reply to God.  What?

7. Where did Ammon encamp before battle?  Where did Israel encamp?

8. In chapter 11, we read about Jephthah.  What was his background and his childhood like?

9. Why do you suppose that Israel asked him to lead them in the fighting?

10. Describe the conversation between the elders and he.

11. What did Ammon tell Jephthah they wanted Israel to do?

12. Re-tell the chronology he replied to them—this history of the past relationship.

13. Why, according to Jephthah, did Israel fight Ammon?

14. What other strong words did Jephthah send to the people of Ammon?

Lesson 18
 
Jepthah, Ibzan, Elon, Abdon; Birth of Samsom
Judges 11:29 – 13:25

Read the above text and answer the following questions.

1. What foolish vow did Jepthah vow before the Lord?

2. What was the outcome of the battle with Ammon?

3. What was the outcome of the foolish vow that he took?

4. Any lesson we can draw regarding vows to the Lord?

5. What was the argument between Ephraim and Jephthah?

6. Describe the battle between Gilead and Ephraim.  How did Gilead catch those fleeing?

7. Describe the Judge Ibzan.

8. Describe the Judge Elon.

9. Describe the Judge Abdon.

10. In Chapter 13, tell about Samson’s background—his mother and father.

11. What did the angel instruct Manoah’s wife to do?

12. When the angel returned, what did he tell them both about Samson, and instruct them?

13. Why wouldn’t the angel tell them his name?  Why wouldn’t he eat the offering?

14. What did the angel do as Manoah and his wife offered up the goat and the grain?

15. What did Manoah tell his wife as a result of this?  What did she reply?

16. What did they name their young son?

Lesson 19
Samson and the Philistines

Judges 14:1 – 15:20

1. What does Samson’s “selection” of a wife tell you about his character?

2. How was God using Samson to defeat the Philistines?

3. What did Samson do to the young lion, and what makes that miraculous?

4. How was it that he came to offer up a riddle?  What was the wager?

5. How did the Philistines get the answer?

6. What did Samson mean by, “If you had not plowed with my heifer, You would not have solved my riddle!”?
7. How did Samson get the price of the wager?  What happened to his new Philistine wife?

8. What caused Samson to burn up the grain and vineyards?  How did he do it?

9. What did the Philistines do by way of retaliation?

10. Explain what it means “he attacked them hip and thigh with a great slaughter”.

11. How was it that the men of Judah tied Samson up securely with two new ropes?

12. How was he loosed, and how did he kill 1000 Philistines?

13. Describe his thirst, and the miracle to slake his thirst.

14. What did Samson call the two places, and what did the names mean?

Lesson 20
Samson and Delilah


Judges 16:1 – 31

1. Samson now visits a harlot.  What does this tell you about his character?

2. How did he escape from Gaza?

3. Describe Deliliah—who she was, her background, her character.

4. What bribe was she offered?  Go on the Internet and find out how much the bribe would be worth in today’s dollars.

5. Describe how they tried to restrain him with the bowstrings.

6. Describe how they tried to restrain him with new ropes.

7. Describe how she tried weaving the locks of his hair.

8. How was she able to get him to tell the secret of his strength.

9. Thought: Why did Samson continue with her in spite of all of these things?

10. What convinced Deliliah that Samson told the truth regarding his Nazrite vow?

11. What did the Philistines do to Samson when his strength left him?

12. What did the Philistines say about Dagon and Samson?

13. At what point did they “call for Samson”?  Where did they place him?

14. What final prayers did Samson offer up?

15. How did God grant his request?

Lesson 21
The Idolatry of Micah


Judges 17, 18

These two chapters give us a solid portrait as to the moral and spiritual bankruptcy of Israel during the time of the Judges.  Read both chapters and answer the following questions:

1. Who was Micah?  Where was he from?  What can you describe about his character?

2. When he returned what he had stolen, what did his mother do?

3. Why did he set up one of his sons as “priest”?

4. Explain what you think that Judges 17:6 means.

5. Where was the Levite from, and how did Micah entice him to stay with him?

6. Explain the crazy logic that would cause Micah to think what he said out loud in Judges 17:13.

7. Why was Dan sending out spies?

8. What did the spies report to the Danites?

9. How many men did Dan send out?

10. Why did the Danites take the ephod, household idols, carved image and molded image?

11. What false logic did the Danites use in taking these items and in “taking” the Levite?

12. What was the Levite’s reaction?

13. Describe the confrontation between Micah and the Danites.

14. How did the city of Dan come into being?

15. What did the Danites do with the objects they took and the priest?

16. Thought: List the character flaws that you see in chapters 17 & 18!

Lesson 22

Post-Joshua Israel


Judges 19-21

1. How do you think God felt about concubines?  Why?

2. What did the Levite’s concubine do to the Levite?  What did he do to try to win her back?

3. From what you’ve read about the young woman’s father, what was he like spiritually?

4. How was it that the Levite and his concubine came to leave late on the 5th day?

5. How was it that they came to spend the night in Gibeah?  How did they end up in the city square?

6. What do we know about the old man that offered them a place to stay?

7. Describe the scene where the men surrounded the house and murdered the concubine.

8. From what you’ve seen in this story (especially the ending), what’s your opinion of the Levite?

9. What did the Levite do to provoke the rest of Israel?  Did it have the desired effect?

10. Describe the confrontation between Israel and Benjamin.

11. Describe the three day battle, especially the third day.

12. How many died, and how many escaped?

13. What foolish vow did Israel make concerning Benjamin?

14. Describe what happened to Jabesh Gilead—the battle, the outcome, the captives.

15. Where did they get additional wives for the Benjaminites, and how?

16. Thought:  You’ve read all of the book of Judges.  What do you think about the people’s spiritual condition?  What do you think about their everyday lives and actions?

Lesson 23

Eli and Samuel


1 Samuel chapters 1-3

1. Describe Elkanah and his family.  What was their family life like?

2. Describe the scene where Hannah was praying to God in Eli’s presence.

3. Samuel (probably born in 1105 BC), was “lent” by his mother to the Lord.  In light of previous events, what is your opinion as to her spiritual nature in doing this?

4. Describe what she and her husband did before she gave him up.

5. Chapter two starts with a beautiful prayer.  What attributes does she give to God?

6. Why do you think she didn’t make direct reference to Samuel?

7. Describe the sins of Eli’s sons.

8. From what you read here, how much influence did his Godly mother have on him?

9. What blessing did Eli give Elkanah and Hannah?  How did it come to pass?

10. What admonishment did Eli give his sons?  Why, in your opinion, was it ineffective?

11. What did God (through his prophet) tell Eli?  (No short answers!)

12. Describe how God came to speak to Samuel for the first time.

13. What did God tell Samuel that He would do?

14. What was Eli’s reaction to the news?

15. How was it that the people came to realize that Samuel was a prophet—probably even the last of the Judges?

16. Thought:  Let’s focus on Eli as a father.  What should he have done differently?

Lesson 24

The Ark captured and returned

1 Samuel Chapters 4:1-7:1

1. How was it that the ark was brought into camp?

2. What did the Philistines say and do when they realized the ark was in Israel’s camp?

3. What was the outcome of the battle?

4. What events caused Eli to die?

5. How did Ichabod get his name?  What does it mean?

6. What did God do to the Philistine “god” Dagon?

7. What did God do to the people of Ashdod?

8. What did God do to the people of Gath?  Of Ekron?

9. What did the Philistine priests and diviners tell them to do return the ark?

10. What’s interesting about the warning the priests give about Egypt and Pharaoh?

11. How did they send the ark of the covenant back to Israel?

12. What did the people of Beth Shamesh offer to the Lord?

13. What evil did they do to cause God to strike them?  How severely did God do so?

14. What’s interesting about Beth Shamesh sending the ark to Kirjath Jearim?

Lesson 25
Philistines Subdued, the People Ask for a King
   1Samuel 7:2-8:22

1. How long was the ark there when Samuel spoke to Israel about their sins?

2. Research: what was the significance of their pouring out water at Mizpah and fasting?

3. Describe how the Philistines came up against Israel, and how God defeated them.

4. Why did Samuel set up a rock called “Ebenezer”?  What was the significance?

5. How significant was the Philistine defeat?

6. What did Samuel do to “judge” Israel the days of his life?

7. How were Samuel’s sons like Eli’s sons?  How can things like this happen?

8. What did the elders tell Samuel about his sons?  What did they ask for instead?

9. What was God’s answer to Samuel’s prayer about their request?

10. What did God tell Samuel that they were doing now they had done before?

11. What did Samuel say their king would be like?

12. What burdens did Samuel say the king would place on them?

13. What taxes did he say the king would take?’

14. What was the answer of the people to Samuel’s warning?

15. What reasons did the people say they wanted a king?

16. When Samuel told God what the people said, what did God tell Samuel to do?

